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As we move from the liturgical season  
of Easter into the season of Pentecost, 

we recall Jesus’ Ascension and focus on his prayer  
that we may be one with God and with each other. This is 

National Reconciliation Week and also the National Council  
of Churches in Australia Week of Prayer for Christian Unity,  

and we continue to pray for unity with God, all people  
and all of creation. Light a candle as a reminder  

of Christ’s continuing presence in our world.  
 

National Reconciliation Week – 27 
May to 3 June - started in 1993 as 
the Week of Prayer for 
Reconciliation, supported by 
Australia’s major faith communities. 
This is a time to learn about our 
shared history and actively seek 

reconciliation between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples and non-Indigenous peoples of all cultures. As you 
prepare yourself to worship, give thanks for the first 
inhabitants of the land on which you live, and for the ways 
in which the Spirit has been working in this land and her 
people for thousands of years, revealing God to the people 
through law, custom and ceremony. Pray for continuing 
reconciliation between all peoples as God draws us together 
in love. 
 

Opening  
God who is One, you call us to be one, 
May we be one with all who are made in your image. 
God who is Three, you call us to be community, 
May we find community with all who are  
called by your name. 
God who calls us all by your name, 
May find our place in your eternal family.      1 



God Almighty, by the power of your spirit we unite in prayer, 
We unite with all our sisters and brothers in Christ. 
We unite with sisters and brothers 
from all Christian churches and denominations, 
We unite with all who are joined by the holy spirit of God. 
We unite with followers from every church and congregation, 
We unite with God’s sons and daughters 
from every creed and culture. 

~  Christine Sine 2009 Mustard Seed Associates 
 http://godspace.wordpress.com/ 

 

Reconciliation occurs when two 
different people or situations make 
peace and find common ground in their 
difference. One of Jesus’ final prayers 
with his followers expressed his 
longing for them to find reconciliation 
with God and with each other, in 
relationships of love. 

 

John 17:20-26 
"I pray not only for them, but 
also for those who believe in 
me because of their 
message. I pray that they may 
all be one. Father! May they 
be in us, just as you are in me 
and I am in you. May they be 
one, so that the world will 
believe that you sent me. I 
gave them the same glory you 
gave me, so that they may be 
one, just as you and I are one: 
I in them and you in me, so 
that they may be completely 
one, in order that the world 
may know that you sent me 

and that you love them as you 
love me. "Father! You have 
given them to me, and I want 
them to be with me where I 
am, so that they may see my 
glory, the glory you gave me; 
for you loved me before the 
world was made. Righteous 
Father! The world does not 
know you, but I know you, and 
these know that you sent me. 
I made you known to them, 
and I will continue to do so, in 
order that the love you have 
for me may be in them, and so 
that I also may be in them." 

Good News Bible 
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Prayer of Confession 
God, we believe you have called us to unity, 
but often we have isolated ourselves from others, 
Forgive us for the times we have turned our backs  
on those who are different. 
God, we believe you have called us to live together as one body, 
Forgive us for the times we have created division  
within your worldwide church. 
God, we believe you ask us to look, listen, and learn from others, 
Forgive us for the times we have ridiculed and attacked 
those with different viewpoints. 
God, we believe you ask us to accept and seek to understand 
all who are called by your name, 
Forgive us for the times we have offended you  
by failing to love others as we do ourselves. 
God, we believe you call us to be one even as you are one, 
Forgive us for the disunity we have harboured 
and make us one. 
 

God and Creator of all humankind, 
your son Jesus Christ prayed that your church might be one 
even as you our God are one. 
May you renew our minds and rekindle your love in our hearts, 
so that by the power of the Spirit, 
we might find the Oneness that you intend for us. 
God, may we see in your One-ness our need for unity, 
God, may we see in your Three-ness our need for community 
God, may we see in your creativity our need for diversity, 
God, may we see in your Self our need to love each other. 
Amen.        ~ Christine Sine 2009 Mustard Seed Associates 
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Assurance of Forgiveness 
We know the good news of Easter,  
that in the risen Christ we are made one,  
reconciled with each other, and with God. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God!          3 
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Australia is one of the most diverse and multicultural societies 
globally. In most communities, including that of the church, we 
find ourselves amongst a diverse group of people with a variety 
of traditions, beliefs, values and expectations.  
 

The Uniting Church holds ‘unity in diversity’ as central.  
 

“God is calling us to be a church which receives its 
diversity as the precious gift of the Holy Spirit that it is” 

 

“The Church’s call is to serve that end: to be a fellowship of 
reconciliation, a body within which the diverse gifts of its 

members are used for the building up of the whole,  
an instrument through which Christ may work  

and bear witness to himself”. UCA Basis of Union 
 

“Reconciliation doesn't mean everyone being the same. 
It doesn't mean one version of being human or being 

Christian replacing all the others. It means people and 
groups that are different and divided from each other being 
brought together in Christ to respect, value, trust and serve 
one another - in all our annoying, embarrassing, frustrating, 

frightening diversity. That's profoundly challenging.  
It's sharply counter-cultural.  

But it is the kind of church God is calling us to be.” 
Andrew Dutney 2018 

Closing  
With the love of God in our hearts, 
May we go and be brave 
 

With the Spirit of life weaving us together, 
May we seek to make change 
 

With the dawning of the sun, 
May hope and healing rise 
 

With the still water stream, 
May our eyes be opened wide 

 

As we go forth, carrying the ministry of Reconciliation, 
May we be compelled to love, in truth and with action 
Amen.         Written by Bianca Manning, Gomeroi woman  

and Common Grace’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Justice Coordinator 4 


